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18th July, 2022

To The Panel: Victorian Circus and Physical Theatre Projects,

I am writing in support of Playground by Melinda Hetzel and Nick Barlow (Niow). I have 
known Melinda and Nick as artists and as colleagues for many years now. I have had the 
pleasure of most recently seeing Conservatory, a piece they created together during 
lockdown in 2020, and presented as a durational performance, accessible both on-line and 
in-person, at the Conservatory in Malvern’s Central Park. 

Conservatory was a feast, visually, physically and in conception. A show for all ages, it 
sensitively and whimsically explored a fantastical coming-of-age story, deftly guiding the 
audience through an imaginative and deeply familiar journey. Under Melinda’s direction, Nick 
navigated the seven and a half hour performance, unfolding an exquisite story of 
transformation and wonder. I was so taken with what I witnessed on-line, that I got myself 
across the city to watch the final part of the show live.

Individually I have worked with Nick since 2009 at Polyglot Theatre, both as performers, and 
as a performer under my direction. Nick is a unique and exciting artist. He is an incredible 
physical performer with an endless imagination, and an ability to transform that imagination 
into performative magic. It is always a pleasure to work with, and to witness, Nick. I have 
seen him, in Polyglot’s immersive work, discover a world in the smallest of things. As a 
creator of theatre for young people, he possesses a courage and curiosity that takes art in 
new and innovative directions.

I have known Melinda for twelve years, and we have worked on various projects over that 
time. I have experienced Melinda’s direction first hand and watched her art from a distance. 
She is one of Melbourne’s most exciting directors. Melinda’s creations are always visually 
stunning and deeply moving. She has the ability to hold a space for her audience, and for 
her creative team, in which everyone feels safe and courageous.

As a team Melinda Hetzel and Nick Barlow are a creative force. They both have years of 
experience making work for audiences of all ages, and have an innate understanding of how 
to make inclusive and relatable work, whilst also showing the limitless nature of imagination. 

Playground is an exciting new project. Drawing on Melinda’s expertise in creating site 
specific performance, it promises to be an evocative work from this exciting team of artists. 
Now more than ever, our sector needs support for artists who are creating new work that 
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explores real experiences in an imaginative context. It enables us as audience to feel 
empowered to imagine new possibilities for ourselves as individuals and, most importantly, 
as a community.

I encourage the panel to support the work of these artists to create this accessible and 
exciting new work. If you would like to discuss this letter of support further, please do not 
hesitate to call me on 0404 447 718.

Emily Tomlins

Co-Artistic Director - Elbow Room

Associate Director - Polyglot Theatre

Sydney Myer Fellow 
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14th July, 2022  
    
To Whom It May Concern,    
    
I write to wholeheartedly support Niow (Nick Barlow) and Melinda Hetzel’s grant ap-
plication for the development of their new physical theatre work ‘Playground’. 
 
La Mama commissioned Niow and Melinda to create an original piece for our reo-
pening festival War/Rak in December 2021, and they made an extraordinary aerial 
performance, Phoenix, in which Niow ascended to the roof of the La Mama building 
on the end of a crane. It was a sublime, emotionally moving and spectacular work 
which made a dramatic impact at the festival. 
 
Phoenix was a complex logistical project, which involved constant reappraisal, ongo-
ing technical and artistic challenges and meticulous planning and safety - all within a 
very tight budget.  I found Melinda and Niow to be well equipped to overcome any 
obstacles, with clear communication and the utmost respect for all parties. 
 
I have no doubt that this new physical theatre work ‘Playground’ will be viable, rele-
vant and artistically rigorous, and I urge you to support this development. 
 

Should you require any further information please don’t hesitate to contact me.   

Kind Regards,    

 
    
Caitlin Dullard   
co-CEO 
La Mama Theatre    
caitlin@lamama.com.au 
0430 033 495 




